
GENETIC DISORDERS SUMMARY 
Name:___________________________ 
 
Please use Google to research the following questions.  Be sure to trusted reliable websites to get your answers.  
Define the following terms below: 
Duplication -               
          
Inversion -               
          
Translocation -               
         
 
Answer the following questions. Answers MUST BE in your OWN words. 
 

1. What is genetic disorder?  
 

2. How many levels of genetic disorders are there? Name the different levels. 
 

3. Give four examples of genetic disorders from each level. 
 

4. Alzheimer's is a disease that causes _____________, or loss of ________ ____________. 
 

5. The brain of a person with Alzheimer's contains ______________ ______________ of cellular 
_________ _______ _____________(plaques) and collapsed __________________ (support 
structures of the cell).  

 
6. _______________ in genes found on chromosomes _______ ,_______ and ________ are 
linked to rare forms of the disease, which strike earlier in life. 

 
7. Name two symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease .  
 
8. Name the genetic disorder that is caused by a missing or incomplete X chromosome.  
 
9. What are the characteristics of the genetic disease in question 8?  
 
10. What is nondisjunction?  
 
11. Which disorder affects only males? Explain.  
 
12. What are the characteristics of the disorder in question 11?  
 
13. Huntington's Disease (HD) is a brain disorder that affects a person's ability to think, talk, and 
move. What is the chromosomal disorder of this disease?  
14. List five symptoms of HD.  
 
15.  What disorder is MSUD?         
 



16. Why is MSUD a fatal disease?. 
 
17. What is a trisomy?          
18.  In Down Syndrome, how many chromosome would you find in an egg cell and in a zygote that 
has been fertilized by an abnormal egg cell. 
 
19. To confirm a positive result identified in a screening test, one of the following    

            diagnostic tests can be performed to determine whether an individual has Down  
           Syndrome or not:- Name them. 
 

20. (Breast Cancer)  Explain what causes cancer. 
 
21. True or False:  The gene that causes breast cancer can be INHERITED.  Explain your answer. 
 
22. Breast Cancer may be caused by mutations….What are BRAC1 and BRAC2? Which 
chromosomes are these located in respectively?. 
 

23. Can men get breast cancer? Explain.. 
 

24.  What is cystic fibrosis? And on which chromosome is the non-disjunction occurs.       .  
 

  25. Name three main areas where cystic fibrosis can occur. Look at the diagram of the human body. 


