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Aquatic Ecosystems WebQuest
Introduction

Planet Earth  has a variety of different life 
forms on this Earth, especially animals and 
plants. These animals and plants all live in 
their own environment or biome.  The Earth 
has six major biomes.  Each biome has its own 
ecosystem. Today we will focus our learning 
towards  the different aquatic ecosystems of 
planet Earth!



Home

Ahoy mate! This is your captain speaking. You are about to 
go on a cruise around the world to study the Earth’s 
aquatic ecosystems.
Along the way we will make stops and gear up to go scuba 
diving! Make sure to keep track of the aquatic animals and 
plants you see in your journal. Also it’s important to note 
the landforms and geographic locations of these biomes 
and ecosystems along the way.
Okay! Are you ready kids!!??



1. Make sure you have a pencil and paper nearby to 
record all of your sightings.

2. Along the way there will be checkpoints. Make sure to 
complete all the instructions given at these stations.

3. You will be asked to do all of your
own research.

REMINDER: Google Junior should be 
the only search engine you’re using,
unless otherwise stated by the teacher. Home



Checkpoint 1

1. Define a Marine Ecosystem.

2. Put on your scuba gear and dive in. Identify and draw 3 animals you see in this 
ecosystem.

3. Research those animals and name two interesting facts you found about each of 
those animals.

4. Find  the location of this ecosystem on a map and print it out.

The Gulf of Mexico
This is a Marine Ecosystem

Home



Checkpoint 2

Home

Everglades National Park, Florida
Freshwater Ecosystem

1. Define a Freshwater Ecosystem.

2. Don’t go scuba diving here, these waters are dangerous. Research 3 animals you may 
find in freshwater environments and write a paragraph about each.

3. The plant life here thrives. Find 5 different plant life forms and write a paragraph  
about each.

4. Find the Everglades on a map and print it out.



Checkpoint 3

Home

The Great Barrier Reef

1. Where is the Great Barrier Reef located and what kind of ecosystem is it: freshwater 
or marine?

2. Let’s go snorkeling! Jump in! There are numerous varieties of both plants and 
animals here! Name a total of 10 plants, animals, or both, that you see in the reef.

3. Choose 3 of the plants or animals you mentioned and find out how they live, what 
they eat, where they are usually found, name at least three new facts you learned 
about that life form.



Evaluation

Home

- 4 3 2 1 Score

Time
Management

Worked very 
efficiently. Worked 

the whole class 
period. No 

procrastination

Usually worked the 
whole class period.

May have 
procrastinated on 

one thing

Tends to 
procrastinate. Didn’t 

use their time 
wisely.

Didn’t work at all
during the allotted 
time given in class.

Nothing was 
completed on time.

Quality
of Work

Has everything in 
order of checkpoints 

and is properly 
stapled together.

Has mostly 
everything 
completed 
organized.

Provides very little 
work in a messy, 
untimely fashion.

No sign of 
organization at all. 

Shows poor quality.

Narrative
Responses

Excellent use of 
grammatical skills. 
No errors. Good 

length. All 
completed.

Good use of 
grammar. Few

mistakes. Fairly good 
length. All, but 3 

missing.

Wrote carelessly. 
Grammar errors 

noticeable. 3 
sentences. All, but 5 

missing.

Extremely poor use 
of grammar. Obvious 

errors.  1-2 
sentences. 

Only 3 completed.

Drawings Very neat and visible
in appearance. All 
are completed and 

labeled.

Fairly neat in 
appearance. 
Completed 2 

drawings.

Sloppy, not visible.
Only one drawing 

completed.

Did not complete 
the drawings.

Total
Points



Conclusion

Home

Welcome Home! You have successfully 
completed your cruise and your research on 
aquatic ecosystems. Now you can share your 
drawings and information with your family, 

friends, and teacher!



Credits

• http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html

• http://tripforteachers.org/Webquests/Quests/
ExploringBiomes/Biomes.htm

• http://questgarden.com/52/36/4/070612201
403/index.htm

• Google search

• Clip Art

Home

http://www.mbgnet.net/index.html
http://tripforteachers.org/Webquests/Quests/ExploringBiomes/Biomes.htm
http://questgarden.com/52/36/4/070612201403/index.htm


Teacher Page

This web quest is best suitable for students in 
grades 4th -6th. This web quest was designed 

to introduce students to the topic of the 
aquatic ecosystem. It gives students the basic 

introduction of the different inhabitants of 
this environment, but also allows them to 

have fun “exploring” while learning!

Home


